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plied with a divine ordinance; for, unless commanded, I cannot
understand how, in the epistle to the Hebrews (xi. 4.), it can be
described to be an act of faith. Sacrifice is the foundation of true
religion, and requires a priest. Christianity has neither, be-
cause the only real Priest (who was typified by Aaron) offered
up himself, once for all, upon the altar of the cross, and we
have only a thankful commemoration of it by the Christian
minister. The Koran, it is true, sanctions the practice both at
the pilgrimage and at the two feasts, but, like circumcision,
which it never mentions, it was retained by Mohammed simply
because he had been accustomed to it; for he never alludes to
its efficacy, and therefore with the Moslems it is an unmean-
ing imitation of Abraham and their Pagan ancestors. This
shews his utter ignorance of the spirit of the Jewish and
Christian systems, though partially, and only partially, ac-
quainted with the historical facts on which they rest. And
this is the more extraordinary as his own father had been
devoted to death, and was redeemed by a costly ransom.

The Divine Unity, as we have seen, is the grand dogma of
Islam, and this would recommend it to the philosophical pro-
fessor of polytheism ; yet it is degraded and weakened by its
connection with heathen practices, to which it is pledged both
by the Koran and the Traditions. The pilgrimage must
appear to be an unreasonable burden to a thoughtful Moslem
in a distant land, who has been taught that prayer is as ac-
ceptable at his home as at Mecca ; and the only reason for the
merit of pilgrimage is the unproved assertion that the Caaba
was built by Abraham, whose residence in Canaan, instead of
Arabia, may be shewn from his detailed history in the Bible. To
this Deism is to be opposed the Scripture doctrine of the
Trinity, which the Koran so strangely misrepresents. Not that
I recommend it should be brought forward as a dogma apart
from the scheme of salvation, but to indicate that scheme, by
shewing that it was revealed to establish the foundation on
which it rests. This will prepare the way for the doctrine of
the twofold nature of the Saviour; and the reception of this
stumblingblock to reason and pride the Koran itself facilitates,
by its exaltation of our Lord above humanity. In the opinion